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2009 Merchant Application 
(All applications must be postmarked by May 1, 2009) 

 
There are three kinds of merchants at Mayfaire: 
1. Shopkeeper:  Merchant who displays, sells, and/or demonstrates approved merchandise in a Merchant Team assigned 

booth space.  No mobile sales may be set up outside of your booth space or adjustments in the assigned space may be 
made without written permission from the Merchant Team.  A standard merchant space is defined as 20’ x 20’ including 
ropes and supports.  (Additional space is available for $.50/sq. ft.) 

 
2. Cart Merchant:  Merchant who displays, sells, and/or demonstrates approved merchandise in a Merchant Team assigned 

space from a mobile cart type booth.  Mayfaire provides no additional storage space for stock.  The merchant may not 
change their space during the festival without approval from the Merchant Team.  The cart area may not exceed 10 ft. x 
10 ft. 

 
3. Wandering Merchant:  Merchant who sells approved merchandise from a basket, bag or other portable object.  These 

may include but are not limited to rose sellers, bubble wands, crystal sticks, etc.  Mayfaire provides no storage space for 
stock.  The seller may ‘hawk’ their wares and will not interfere with stage shows, street performers or other activities that 
will distract the patrons from a performance. 

 
Merchant Fees 

Complete application postmarked by December 31, 2008 
May 23/24/25 Weekend Regular: $135.00 Cart: $120.00 Wandering: $  80.00 
May 30/31 Weekend Regular: $  90.00 Cart: $65.00 Wandering: $  50.00 
All Five Days Regular: $200.00 Cart: $165.00 Wandering: $120.00 
       

Complete application postmarked by May 1, 2009 
May 23/24/25  Weekend Regular: $175.00 Cart: $150.00 Wandering: $100.00 
May 30/31  Weekend Regular: $125.00 Cart: $100.00 Wandering: $  75.00 
All Five Days Regular: $275.00 Cart: $200.00 Wandering: $135.00 
       
Note: Regular merchant who wants to also have a cart or wandering seller will pay regular merchant 

fee + half price of cart/wandering fee. 
 
Please include the following items with your application: 
* Certified check, business check or money order made payable to Mayfaire Renaissance Festival. Any check returned for 

insufficient funds will result in a $50.00 service charge to the writer of the check. 
* Photos of your booth, merchandise, merchant costumes and banner/flag.  Photos become property of Mayfaire and may be 

used for promotional purposes.  Returning merchants only need to send photos when booth, merchandise, merchant costumes 
and/or banner/flag changes. 

* Completed application form. 
 
Terms:  All merchants are required to read the attached rules and regulations.  By signing the application you agree to abide by 
these rules and regulations. 

 
Requirements:  The Merchant Team will jury all merchants for appropriateness of the booth, merchandise, and merchant 
costumes by April 17, 2009.  Items will be judged for appropriateness to the festival, uniqueness, and quality.  Should we find your 
merchandise, booth or merchant costumes not suitable, Mayfaire may reject the applicant outright or request changes for 
acceptance.  If we deny your application, we will refund your application fee.  If your application is accepted, you will be informed 
by US Postal Service mail or email as soon as possible.  After notification of acceptance, Mayfaire management will retain a 
cancellation fee of $50.00. 
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Check in:  You may set-up at your leisure, but be aware that all vehicles must be off the festival grounds by 9:00 a.m. each day of 
the festival and your booth should be ready for business by 10:00 am.  Check in hours will be limited to the following: 
 

Thursday May 21 or 28 Friday May 22 or 29 Saturday May 23 or 30 
2 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 9 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. 7:00 am – 8:30 a.m. 

 
Disclaimer:  I understand that Mayfaire or Calhoun County Fairgrounds and their affiliates will not be held liable in the event of 
loss or damage before, during, or after festival hours.  Vendors are responsible for obtaining their own liability and property 
insurance to meet their needs and must be able to provide proof of same upon request.  I also understand that by signing this 
application I am authorizing, without payment to me or anyone helping me, Mayfaire Renaissance Festival the right to use, 
publish, distribute, and disseminate for any promotional, educational and other purposes associated with promoting the festival, the 
name, photo, video, presentation, voice or other reproductions of any image of me, my workers, my booth and its merchandise. 
 

Mayfaire Renaissance Festival General Merchant Rules 
 

1. Costumes:  ALL participants are required to wear clothing reflective of the Renaissance era. This is usually referred to as 
‘period style clothing’ is an absolute requirement for anyone who is working with or for a merchant.  It is the sole 
responsibility of the merchant to insure that all persons working for them adhere to this rule. 

 
2. Language:  All merchants and their employees should make every effort to speak the King’s English in order to add to 

the ambiance of the festival.   NO foul language or inappropriate behavior will be tolerated. 
 
3. Behavior:  All merchants must agree to be responsible in their behavior and to take steps not to offend the patrons or 

other participants. 
• Do not touch, grab or kiss patrons without their permission. 
• Do not block or impede a patron from walking through the streets. 
• Some people do not appreciate being insulted and may not perceive an insult as humorous.  Be careful with your 

choice of words when addressing patrons or other participants. 
• Take personal or confrontational conversations with another participant outside of the faire area.  Others do not need 

to share in your personal business. 
• When in the area of a stage during a performance, keep the volume of your voice low, so not to disturb the 

performance. 
 
4. Alcohol and illegal substances:  Mayfaire is an alcohol-free site.  No consumption of alcohol or illegal substances is 

allowed on site before, during and after festival hours.  You may be asked to leave and no refund of fees given or the 
authorities may be called. 

 
5. Smoking:  ALL participants must smoke in designated areas ONLY.  Any merchant found smoking in their booth will be 

given a verbal warning.  The second warning will be in writing and if a third one is necessary, the merchant may be asked 
to leave the festival with no refund of fees.  If you must smoke near your booth, it must be out of the sight of patrons and 
not in your booth merchandise area. 

 
6. Children:  All participants are responsible for the conduct and actions of their children at all times.  All children under 13 

years old will be under direct supervision of an adult or young adult of 15 years or older.  Do not allow your children to 
‘run around’ the festival without supervision.  All children will be issued a wristband for safety and identification 
purposes. 

 
7. Pets:  There are NO pets allowed on the festival grounds during festival hours with exception of working animals.  If you 

have a pet at the mundane camping area, you are responsible for providing them with ample food, water and shelter at all 
times.  If any pet is found without these items or left unattended in a vehicle, the authorities will be called. 

 
8. Telephones:  Please limit the use of cell phones during festival hours for other than credit card approval.  However, 
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personal calls should be taken outside of your booth area and outside of the view or earshot of patrons. 
 
9. Set-Up:  All booth structures, carts and display props will be set up prior to the opening day of festival.  The grounds will 

be open for set-up starting on Thursday, May 21, 2009.  Do NOT set up until you check in at the Merchant Check-in 
point.  Special requests can be made regarding location of your booth space, and if possible, will be honored.  However, 
the Merchant Team retains the right to assign booth spaces as needed. 

 
10. Participant passes:  Merchant passes are for booth employees with a limit of 4 passes per booth.  All persons entering 

the festival must have a participant pass on their person at all times or they will be charged a daily admission.  There will 
be a $4.00 replacement fee for any previously issued passes.  Special arrangements for transferring passes for personnel 
changes may be possible, contact the Merchant Team. 

 
11. Vehicular traffic:  Mayfaire reserves the right to halt vehicular traffic at the beginning and end of each day to ensure 

that all performances have finished and that all patrons have left the festival grounds.  The roadway will not be opened 
until after 6:30 p.m. and will not open until it is determined safe for entry.  The ONLY exception to this rule is 
emergency evacuation in the case of a tornado or other weather emergency as declared by the Executive Directors of the 
festival and under the direction of Village Watch.  Please be advised that vehicular traffic to your merchant booth may not 
be possible based on your location.  Extreme weather conditions limit vehicular access.  We recommend you bring a 
pushcart or other means of transporting your merchandise to your booth.  All vehicles must be off the festival site by 9:00 
a.m. each day of the festival. 

 
12. Electric/Water:  Calhoun County Fairgrounds has limited power and water on site.  This is a primitive event.  No power 

or water will be supplied without prior permission from the Site Team Leader.  You will need to provide for any power or 
water requirements.  These items must be at your booth prior to Festival opening each day.  All engine-powered sources 
must be approved by the Site Team Leader prior to use.  All cords and hoses must be disguised, buried, hidden from sight 
and and not interfering with walkways. 

 
13. Booth/Pavilion/Tent Requirements:  All E-Z Up tents and modern pavilions MUST have a fabric cover over the top of 

the tarp to completely cover all vinyl or non-period materials.  The legs and support structure of the tent must be covered 
with vines or fabric.  No plastic tarps may be used for this disguise.  Pavilions and booths will be judged for 
appropriateness by the Merchant Team and must be as close to a renaissance period enclosure as possible.  Please include 
a photo of your pavilion/booth with this application.  (Returning merchants do not need to do this unless their booth has 
changed since last year).  Photos become property of Mayfaire.  If you make any changes to the festival grounds for 
water/rain control or any other purposes, you must return the area to its original condition during teardown, including 
trash removal and disposal.  Large quantities of trash including cardboard boxes, need to disposed of in the approved 
main dumpster.  A $50.00 fee will be assessed to those who do not follow these guidelines. 

 
14. Fires: 

• There are to be NO open ground fires on the festival site during the day. 
• The merchant is also responsible for notifying Village Watch that they will have open flames in their booth. 
• Any merchant with ANY type of flame MUST have a fully charged, 10-lb ABC underwriter approved fire 

extinguisher with current tags in their booth area at all times. 
• All state and county regulations must be followed. It is the responsibility of the merchant to check with the state and 

county for their regulations. 
• The use of propane must be approved by the Merchant Team and Site Team Leader. 
• The use of incense will be minimal and not intrusive to other merchants or the public. 
• NO candles may be burned during festival hours without prior approval. 
• After the festival closes for the day, and if you are sleeping in your merchant booth, you may have an ABOVE THE 

GROUND fire pit at your merchant booth area only with approval from the Site Team Leader.  However, you must 
notify the Merchant Team AND Village Watch. 

• You WILL have a bucket of water available if you are approved for a fire.  The fire will be attended at all times and 
put it out when you retire for the night or leave the booth area. 
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15. Merchandise: 

• ONLY merchandise and services listed on your application and approved by the Merchant Team can be offered for 
sale in your booth. 

• If you have additional merchandise or services not listed on your application that you would like to offer for sale, the 
Merchant Team must be contacted and the merchandise or services approved before displaying the merchandise or 
services for sale in your booth.   

• If a member of the Merchant Team finds unapproved merchandise or services being offered in your booth, you will 
be asked to remove them from your booth. 

• Any Merchant displaying unacceptable merchandise such as sunglasses, cigarette lighters, modern buttons/pins, and 
non medieval/renaissance themed plastic items will be asked to remove them from their booth. 

• Merchants who attempt to sell merchandise or services that were not approved and do not remove the items upon 
request by the Merchant Team, will be asked to close their booth and leave with no refund of fees. 

 
16. Weapons: 

• Only merchants who apply for and receive special permission to sell weapons will be allowed to sell weapons. 
• If approved to sell weapons, the Merchant Team will notify you as soon as possible and issue you a permit which will 

be included in your welcome packet.  You must display this permit in your booth at all times. 
• All merchants are responsible for insuring all weapons are peace tied at the time of sale.  This includes, but is not 

limited to patrons, volunteers, and other merchants. 
• Merchants are required to be in compliance with all state and federal laws with regard to selling weapons to minors.  

Merchants shall assume all responsibility associated with such sales. 
• In no instance shall weapons be sold to individuals less than 18 years of age.  You are responsible (by Michigan Law) 

to enforce this policy. 
• Should you be found selling weapons to minors, your booth will be shut down immediately, and you will be asked to 

leave at the end of the festival day with no refund of fees. 
 
17. Sales Hours:  The festival is open from 10:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. each day RAIN or SHINE.  If the weather is such that 

your merchandise will be ruined, you must get approval from the Merchant Team to close early.  Any merchant found 
closing early without permission may be asked to leave with no refund of fees.  We strongly suggest that merchants be 
prepared for all types of inclement weather.  Tarps to cover your booth will be allowed when directed by the Merchant 
Team in the case of severe rain. 

 
18. Parade:  All merchants are required to participate in the daily parade each weekend.  Parade banners should be colorful, 

attractive and lightweight (for the sake of your banner carrier!).  If you cannot participate due to lack of workers in your 
booth, please contact the Merchant Team and we will try to find someone to carry your banner.  You will be required to 
check in at the designated parade staging area. 

 
19. Closing at the end of the day:  All merchants are responsible for leaving their booth space in a secure manner for the 

night.  Mayfaire Renaissance Festival or Calhoun County Fairgrounds and their affiliates are not responsible for theft or 
damages. 

 
20. Camping in booth:  You may camp in your merchant booth or put up a ‘mundane’ tent in your booth without paying a 

camping fee to the Calhoun County Fairgrounds.  However, all non-period items, including the tent, will be stored away 
by 9:30am each morning remained stored during festival hours.  If you choose to use the shower facilities, this is a fee 
charged by Calhoun County Fairgrounds and you must call 269-781-8161 to make arrangements.  Payment of the fee is 
made to the fairgrounds office and not Mayfaire. 

 
21. Closing at the end of the first weekend:  It is the responsibility of the merchant to pack up their merchandise at the end 

of festival on Sunday.  There should be Mayfaire personnel on site during the week between the weekends, however, 
Mayfaire Renaissance Festival or Calhoun County Fairgrounds are not be responsible for any theft or damages.  In other 
words…if you can’t afford to lose it…pack it up and take it with you!  In the case of severe weather, we will try to secure 
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booths.  However, you are responsible for securing your booth in preparation for possible bad weather.  If there is damage 
done to your booth, we will attempt to contact you and let you know.  Please make sure that all contact information you 
give on your application is current and correct. 

 
22. Sales Tax:  It is the responsibility of the merchant to obtain a Michigan Sales Tax License and pay their own sales taxes.  

Mayfaire Renaissance Festival is not responsible for sales tax. 
 
23. Use of name, image or information:  Merchants and all participants employed by them give Mayfaire Renaissance 

Festival permission to use their name, image or business information in any medium and for any purpose whatsoever 
including but not limited to promotion, advertising, trade or commercial utilization related to Mayfaire Renaissance 
Festival. 

 
24. Disclaimers:  Mayfaire Renaissance Festival or Calhoun County Fairgrounds and their affiliates will not be responsible 

in any manner or form whatsoever for the failure of the festival to open or be inoperable for any reason or cause beyond 
the control of the festival.  The participant shall be solely responsible for all damage of any nature or form caused by the 
operation of his/her sales to the festival grounds, to the property of other participants and to all third parties including, but 
not limited to, customers of participants and other persons entering the grounds with and without the permission of the 
festival. 

 
25. Compliance:  These rules and regulations are agreed to and become a part of the Mayfaire Renaissance Festival 

Merchant Agreement.  Failure to comply with all the rules, regulations and policies may result in a written warning for 
the Merchant Team.  The merchant upon receipt of the warning shall have until the following festival day to make the 
required corrections, unless other arrangements have been made with the festival.  Failure to make these corrections shall 
result in a second written notice.  If the participant fails to make requested corrections by 9:30 a.m. of the next festival 
day the merchant may be subject to immediate ejection from the festival with no refund of fees. 

 
** End of Rules and Conditions ** 
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All applications must be postmarked by May 1, 2009 
 
Please complete the entire form.  Please Print or Type.  Incomplete forms will delay processing of your application. 
 

REMEMBER 
Mayfaire is an alcohol free site.  This includes before, during and after faire hours. 

Mayfaire will give no refund of fees if this rule is not observed and you are asked to leave. 
Contact Name Faire name (if different) 

Business name Phone 

Address City State Zip 

Email Web site 

1st  
Weekend 

Sat, May 23 Sun, May 24 Mon, May 25 2nd 
Weekend 

Sat, May 30 Sun, May 31 

Michigan sales tax number or Social Security number 

Merchandise to be offered (continue on back of page if needed) 

Size of pavilion/booth (including ropes and tie downs) Extra space at $.50/sq. ft. 

Special requests 

Will you have any HAZARDOUS MATERIALS on site? 
(Example: leather dyes, silver polishes, cleaning chemicals or petroleum-based 
products) 

Yes, please describe No 

Will you be selling weapons? 
Yes, please describe No 

Parking pass must be displayed in vehicle at all times when vehicle is on site 
List all vehicles/trailers or individuals connected with this pavilion/booth.  (Continue on back of application if needed) 
License number of vehicle/trailer Make Model Color 

    

* Merchant passes are limited to pavilion/booth employees with a limit of 4 free passes per pavilion/booth for 
each weekend.  Special arrangements for transferring passes for personnel changes may be possible, contact the 
Merchant Team at Check-in. 

 
* All children under 16 years of age must have a wristband ID and will be registered with Village Watch for 

security and informational purposes.  Please provide the Merchant Team with their names and ages at Check-in.
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Remind the patrons who you are so they will visit your pavilion/booth next year. 
 
A business card black and white advertisement in the 2009 program is available for $40 (a $20 savings).  The program 
will be the same newspaper style as used in 2008 (approximately 8.5 in. by 17 in.) 
 
Sponsorship opportunities and other sizes of advertisement are also available. Please contact the Merchant Team at 
email merchant@mayfaireren.com or the P.O. Box address below, if interested.  
 

Fees calculation  Subtotal 

Pavilion/booth fee 
(20 ft x 20 ft)  

Multiplied by  # of pavilion/booth 
spaces 
 

 

Extra space $.50 /sq ft Multiplied by  # of additional sq ft 
  

Advertising Size of Ad:   

Total fees submitted  
 
By signing this application, if accepted, I certify that I have read and agree to abide by the attached rules and 
conditions set by Mayfaire Renaissance Festival and Calhoun County Fairgrounds.  I understand this application does 
not guarantee my acceptance to participate in the festival and that the Merchant Team will notify me of their decision.  
If not accepted, my check will be returned to me. 
 
Signature: _______________________________________________________Date: _________________________ 
 
Please mail this application, photos, advertising request and a check or money order payable to Mayfaire Renaissance 
Faire to: 

Mayfaire Renaissance Faire 
Attn: Merchant Team 
P.O. Box 2566 
Portage, MI  49081-2566 
Email:  merchant@mayfaireren.com 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
For Mayfaire Administration only: 
 
Date received: ________________________ Accepted:  Y ____ N_____ 
Amount received: __________________ Check or MO #: ______________________ 
New merchant: ________ Returning merchant: _______ Number of years ______ 
Advertising: Ad size: ______________ Amount paid: ______________ 
Hazardous materials: Y ___ N ___ type: ________________________________________________________________________ 
Weapons: y ___ n ___ type: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
Special request:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Changes required:  Y ___ N ___ type: __________________________________________________________________________ 
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